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Title of the Invention 


OPPONENT DETERMINATION SYSTEM 



ABSTRACT 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically match a player against an 
opponent in a network game tournament, and to automatically match the 
player against a new opponent based on the result in the previous match. 
SOLUTION: Data can be transmitted/received between a participant terminal 
37 to be operated by a participant wishing to take part in a tournament held in 
the network and a management computer 10 controlled by a manager of the 
tournament. The participant terminal 37 transmits participation declaration 
data to the management computer 10, receives opponent data on other 
participants to be matched from the management computer 10, and plays a 
network and with another participant terminal 37 as, the opponent to be 
matched. Then the participant terminal 37 transmits data on the result in the 
match to the management computer 10, receives data on new opponent from 
the management computer 10, and plays a new network game with another 
participant terminal 37 as, a new opponent. Then the participant terminal 37 
transmits data on the result in the new match to the management computer 10. 
These processes mentioned above are repeated till the end of the game. 
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PARTIAL TRANSLATION OF NOTICE OF REJECTION 
FOR JAPANESE PATENT APPLICATION NO. 2002-287983 dated 

• February 24, 2003 

• Cited document: Japanese Patent Application laid-open No. 2001- 
157782 

In relation to claims 1 to 4 and 7 to 11 of Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2002-287983, an invention is disclosed in the above 
cited document as follows^ 

A network game system for contest games utilizing network, wherein 

a management computer has 

means for determining contest opponents, 

means for transmitting game start commands to participant terminals 
operated by the contest opponents, 
and the participant terminal has 

means for executing a contest game when receiving a game start 
command, 

means for transmitting contest result data such as victory or defeat in 
the executed contest game to the management computer, 
and the management computer further has 

means for determining next contest opponents based on the contest 
result data transmitted from the participant terminals, 

means for transmitting contest result information of other participants on, 
such as progress of tournament games and table of victory number in a 
round competition to the next contest opponents. 

PARTIAL TRANSLATION OF NOTICE OF REJECTION 
FOR JAPANESE PATENT APPLICATION NO. 2002-287983 dated 

March 4, 2003 

• Cited document: Shukan Famitsu, Vol.13, No. 29, Pages 192 to 193 

In relation to claim 9 of Japanese Patent Application No. 2002- 
287983, an invention is disclosed in the above cited document as follows: 

A method for a game performed by teams (contest subject) to 
which competitors (elements) belong, showing information on such as a 
combination of pitches (event details data including identifying 
information on elements related to an event) as a result of a match. 
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